UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT
ORDINANCE

Town of Pine Level

North Carolina

Adopted December 13, 2021
Amended December 11, 2022

(Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Ordinance)




ZONING ORDINANCE

Town of Pine Level

North Carolina

Amended December 11, 2022

Unified Development Ordinance- Zoning i



PREPARED FOR:

PREPARED BY:

Town of Pine Level, North Carolina
Board of Commissioners

Mayor: Jeff Holt
Commissioner: Phil Pittman
Commissioner: Jimmy Garner
Commissioner: Greg Baker
Commissioner: Bill Radford

Pine Level Planning Board
Randy Jones, Chairman
Berry Godwin

Terry Rains

Randy Holloman

Faye Starling

Cecelia Joyner

Trenton Broadwell
Kevin Kornegay

Tonia Hill (ETJ)

Tammy Register (ETJ)
Greg Johnson (ETJ)
Leighanna Worley (ETJ)

Staff

Scottie Hayes, Zoning Administrator
Ashley Willoughby, Administrative Assistant
Connie Capps, Town Clerk

Unified Development Ordinance- Zoning



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ARTICLE | - GENERAL PROVISIONS

101 AUTHORITY AND ENACTMENT

102 TITLE

=

103 PURPOSE

104 JURISDICTION

105 INTERPRETATION OF REGULATIONS

106 VESTED DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS

106.1 In General

106.2 Additional Procedures for Establishing A Vested Right
106.3 Term of a Vested Right

106.4 Declaration of a Vested Right upon voluntary annexation
106.5 Permit Choice

107 LEGAL STATUS PROVISIONS

107.3 Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances

107.4 Statute of Limitations

107.5 Effective Date

107.6 Adoption

ARADRNDNWWWNNNNRRRRR

ARTICLE Il — DEFINITIONS

ol

201 GENERALLY

202 INTERPRETATION OF COMMONLY USED TERMS AND WORDS

203 DEFINITION OF COMMONLY USED TERMS AND WORDS

ARTICLE 1l = DISTRICT REGULATIONS

13

301 ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS

13

301.1 General Use Districts Established

13

301.2 Special Use Districts

13

301.3 Purpose Statements

14

302 RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT STANDARDS

14

302.1 RA - Residential-Agricultural District

14

302.2 RS - Residential Subdivision District

15

302.3 RH - Single and Multi-Family Residential District

15

302.4 RMH — Manufactured Home Residential District

16

303 COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICT STANDARDS

17

303.1 C - Commercial District

17

303.2 HB — Highway Business District

17

303.3 LI - Light Industrial District

18

304 GENERAL REGULATIONS

18

304.1 Application of Regulations

18

304.2 Visibility at Intersections

18

304.3 Street Frontage Required

19

304.4 Complexes

19

304.5 Exceptions & Modifications

19

305 ZONING MAP

20

306 UNCERTAINTY AS TO BOUNDARIES

21

Unified Development Ordinance- Zoning



307 AMENDMENTS TO THE OFFICIAL MAP

22

308 TABLE OF PERMITTED USES

22

ARTICLE IV — DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

26

401 PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS

26

401.1 Off-Street Parking Requirements

26

401.2 Off-Street Loading Requirements

31

402 SIGNS

32

402.1 General Sign Regulations

32

402.2 Prohibited Signs

33

402.3 Off-Site Advertising Signs

34

402.4 Nonconforming Signs

34

402.5 Permitted Signs

34

403 LANDSCAPING ORDINANCE

39

403.1 Purpose and Scope

39

403.2 Definitions

39

403.3 Applicability

40

403.4 Planting Yards

40

403.5 Landscaping and Design Standards for Street Yards
403.6 Standards for Landscaping within Parking Lots

44
44

403.7 Tree Preservation and Care during Construction

45

403.8 Landscape Plan Submittal Requirements

45

403.9 Landscape Standards and Specifications

46

403.10 Alternative Methods of Compliance

47

403.11 Plant Substitution

47

404 ACCESSORY USES & STRUCTURES

48

404.1 In General

48

404.2 Height

48

404.3 Setback

48

404.4 Location

48

404.5 Separation

48

404.6 Sharing of Common Walls

48

404.7 Recreational Uses

48

404.8 Satellite Dish Antennas

48

404.9 Electronic game and pinball machines

48

404.10 Fences and Walls

49

404.11 Domestic Animal Pens

49

405 STANDARDS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES

50

405.1 Agricultural Uses

50

405.3 Amusement, Commercial — Outdoor

50

405.5 Amusement, Commercial — Indoor

50

405.7 Amusement Parks

50

405.9 Automobile Storage Yard

50

405.11 Bed and Breakfast

50

405.12 Beehives

51

405.13 Campgrounds & RV Parks

51

405.15 Clubs, Private

51

405.17 Community Centers

51

405.19 Day Care Center

52

405.21 Day Care, Home

52

Unified Development Ordinance- Zoning



405.23 Dwellings, Single-Family Detached

405.25 Dwellings, Modular

405.27 Dwellings, Multi-family (including Condominiums)

405.29 Dwellings, Townhouses

405.31 Family Care Homes

405.33 Fraternal Organizations not open to the public

405.35 Home Occupations

405.37 Manufactured Home, Class A

405.39 Manufactured Home, Class B

405.41 Manufactured Home, Parks

405.43 Storage and Salvage Yards

405.45 [Intentionally Omitted]

405.47 Recreational Vehicle Park

405.49 Telecommunication Tower

405.51 Temporary Events

406 YARD/GARAGE SALES

406.1 Definition

406.2 Conformance

406.3 Consignment Sales Prohibited

406.4 Signs

406.5 Number of Sales Limited

406.6 Hours of Operation

406.7 Exception

406.8 Penalty

407 ELEA MARKETS

407.1 Definition

407.2 Special Use

407.3 Site Plan Requirements

407.4 Minimum Lot Size

407.5 Unlicensed Vehicles Regulated

407.6 Handling of Trash

407.7 Overnight Camping

407.8 Alcohol/fireworks

407.9 Restroom Facilities

407.10 Food Preparation

407.11 Access

407.12 Building Requirements

407.13 Motorized Devices, Marker Spaces

407.14 Buildings Allowed for Retail Sales

407.15 Off Street Parking

407.16 Insect and Rodent Control

407.17 Buffering

407.18 Site Specific Details

ARTICLE V — NON-CONFORMING USES, LOTS & STRUCTURES

501 EXISTING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURES

502 EXISTING NONCONFORMING USES

503 EXISTING VACANT SUBSTANDARD LOTS

504 NONCONFORMING MANUFACTURED HOMES

505 CONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES

Unified Development Ordinance- Zoning

52
53
53
54
56
56
56
58
59
59
65
65
65
65
65
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
67
67
67
67
67
67
68
68
68
68
68
68
68
68
68
69
69
69
69

70

70
70
71
72
72



506

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS

72

ARTICLE VI — ADMINISTRATION AND AMENDMENTS

601

602

603
604
605
606

607

608

609

610

73

BOARDS

73

601.1 Zoning Administrator

73

601.2 Planning Board

73

601.3 Board of Adjustment

74

PERMITS

76

602.1 Zoning Permit Required

76

602.2 Site Plan Required

77

602.3 Cancellation of Permit

80

602.4 Record of Zoning Permits

80

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY/COMPLIANCE

80

CONFORMANCE WITH PLANS

80

RIGHT OF APPEAL

80

SPECIAL USE

80

606.1 Conditions which must be met by Special Uses

81

606.2 Additional Conditions

81

APPLICATION AND HEARING PROCEDURES FOR APPEALS,

VARIANCES, AND SPECIAL USES

82

607.1 Applications

82

607.2 Hearing Procedure

82

607.3 Fees

83

AMENDMENTS

83

608.1 Application

83

608.2 Public Hearing

84

608.3 Protest Petitions

86

ENFORCEMENT

87

609.1 General Enforcement

87

609.2 Injunction and Order of Abatement Remedies

87

609.3 Civil Penalties

88

609.4 Criminal Penalties

89

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

89

Unified Development Ordinance- Zoning

Vi



ARTICLE | - GENERAL PROVISIONS

101 AUTHORITY AND ENACTMENT

In pursuance of the authority granted by the General Statutes of North Carolina, Chapter 160A,
and Chapter 160D, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWN
OF PINE LEVEL, as follows:

102 TITLE

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Pine
Level, North Carolina, and may be referred to as the Zoning Ordinance.

103 PURPOSE

For the purpose of promoting the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of our citizens and
the peace and dignity of the Town, this ordinance is adopted by the governing body to regulate
and restrict the height, number of stories, and size of buildings and other structures, the
percentage of lots that may be occupied, the size of yards, courts, and other open spaces, the
density of population, and the location and use of buildings, structures, and land for trade,
industry, residence, or other purposes.

The zoning regulations in this ordinance are in accordance with a comprehensive plan and are
designed to lesson congestion in the streets; to secure safety from fire, panic, and other
dangers; to promote health and the general welfare; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent
the overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; and to facilitate the
adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, and other public
requirements. The regulations have been made with reasonable consideration, among other
things, as to the character of the jurisdiction and its areas and their peculiar suitability for
particular uses, and with a view to conserving the values of buildings and encouraging the most
appropriate use of land throughout the jurisdiction.

104 JURISDICTION
The area to which this ordinance applies is shown on the official zoning map.
105 INTERPRETATION OF REGULATIONS

The regulations in this ordinance shall be enforced and interpreted according to the following
rules:

105.1 Uses not designated in the district regulations as permitted or special uses shall be
prohibited. Special uses are permitted according to the additional regulations
imposed. These special uses can be approved only by the Town Board as specified in
this ordinance. Additional uses may be added to the ordinance by amendment.

105.2 Regulations set forth by this ordinance shall be minimum regulations. If the
requirements set forth in this ordinance are at variance with the requirements of any
other lawfully adopted uses, regulations, or ordinances, the more restrictive or higher
standard shall govern.
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105.3

105.4

Unless restrictions established by covenants with the land are prohibited by or contrary
to the provisions of this ordinance, nothing herein contained shall be construed to
render such covenants inoperative.

Farm use on bona fide farms in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (“ETJ”) is exempted from
these ordinances to the same extent it would be exempt from county zoning.

106 VESTED DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS

106.1

106.2

106.3

In General

Any amendments, modifications, supplements, repeal or other changes in these
regulations or the zoning maps shall not be applicable or enforceable without the
consent of the owner with regard to buildings and uses:

(A) For which a building permit has been issued prior to the effective date of the
ordinance making the change so long as the permit remains valid and unexpired
pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160D-403(c) and the building permit has not been revoked
pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160D-403(f); or;

(B) For which a zoning permit has been issued prior to the effective date of the
ordinance making the change so long as the permit remains valid and unexpired
pursuant to this article; or

(C) For which a vested right has been established and remains valid and unexpired
pursuant to this section.

Additional Procedures For Establishing A Vested Right

A vested right to commence a planned development or use of property according to a
site specific development plan shall be established upon approval of a special use
permit or special use zoning by the Town Board. The vested right thus established is
subject to the terms and conditions of the site plan. Only those design elements shown
on or made a part of the site plan or permit shall be vested.

Term of a vested right

Any building permit issued shall be valid for a term of six months. Unless otherwise
adjusted by local ordinance or State statute, development approvals are valid for
twelve months.

A right, which has been vested by the Town of Pine Level, shall remain vested for a
period of three years from date of approval. A right for a multi-phase development,
being a long-term project consisting of at least 25 acres, shall remain vested for a
period of seven years from date of approval. Modifications or amendments to an
approved plan do not extend the period of vesting unless specifically so provided by
the Town Board when it approves the modification or amendment. A vested right
obtained under this sub-section is not a personal right, but shall attach to and run with
the subject property. A right which has been vested under the provisions of this sub-
section shall terminate at the end of the applicable vesting period with respect to
buildings and uses for which no valid building permit has been issued except that:
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106.4

106.5

(A) When a vested development plan has been at least fifty percent completed by the
end of the vesting period, the project as a whole shall be given two more years to
complete development in conformance with the approved plan not to exceed a total
vested period of five years; and

(B) Prior to the vested right terminating at the end of the three-year period, the owner
of the property may petition the appropriate board for a one-time, two-year
extension of the vested right not to exceed a total vested period of five years. In its
deliberations regarding the extension request, the board may consider, among
other things:

(1) the percentage of the project completed;

(2) a demonstration by the petitioner of good faith efforts made towards project
completion;

(3) the reasons for the delay of project build-out; and

(4) the compatibility of the planned development with current Town plans and the
surrounding landscape. The board may choose to extend the vested right for
the entire project or only a portion of the project and may require one or more
design features shown on the plan or incorporated in the permit to meet the
current code.

Declaration of a vested right upon voluntary annexation.

A petition for annexation filed with the Town under G.S. 160A-31 or G.S. 160A-58.1
shall contain a signed statement declaring whether or not any zoning vested right with
respect to the properties subject to the petition has been established. A statement that
declares that no zoning vested right has been established under G.S. 160D-102(33) or
G.S. 160D-108, or the failure to sign a statement declaring whether or not a zoning
vested right has been established shall be binding on the landowner, and any such
zoning vested right which may have existed shall be terminated.

Permit Choice

If a land development regulation is amended between the time a development permit
application was submitted and a development permit decision is made or if a land
development regulation is amended after a development permit decision has been
challenged and found to be wrongfully denied or illegal, applicant shall have the right
to choose which regulation to proceed under. In the event that applicant has elected
determination of permit under prior rules, the Town shall not require applicant to wait
on final action of the proposed change before proceeding with the approval process.

107 LEGAL STATUS PROVISIONS

107.1

In its interpretation and application, the provisions of this ordinance shall be held to be
minimum requirements, adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, and
general welfare. Wherever the requirements of lawfully adopted rules, regulations,
ordinances, deed restrictions, or covenants are at variance with the requirements of
this ordinance, the most restrictive, or that imposing the highest standards, shall
govern.
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107.2

107.3

107.4

107.5

107.6

This ordinance and the various parts, sections, subsections, and clauses thereof, are
hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, subsection,
section, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, it is hereby provided that the
remainder of the ordinance shall not be affected thereby. If any part, sentence,
paragraph, subsection, section, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid as
applied to a particular property, buildings, or structures shall not be affected hereby.
Whenever any condition or limitation is included in an order authorizing a Zoning
Permit, Special Use Permit, Variance, Certificate of Zoning Compliance, Certificate of
Occupancy, or site plan approval, it shall be conclusively presumed that the
authorizing officer or body considered such condition or limitation necessary to carry
out the spirit and purpose of this ordinance or the requirements of some provisions
hereof, and to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and that the officer or
board would not have granted the authorization to which the condition or limitation
pertains except in the belief that the condition or limitation was lawful.

Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances

All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Town of Pine Level which are in conflict or
inconsistent with this ordinance are repealed and superseded to the extent necessary
to give this ordinance full force and effect.

Statute of Limitations

In accordance with G.S. 160D-1405, a cause of action as to the validity of this
ordinance, or amendment thereto, shall accrue upon the adoption of this ordinance or
amendment thereto, and shall be brought within two (2) months, which shall be
calculated as sixty (60) days, as provided in G.S. 1-54-1.

Effective Date

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the 13th day of
December, 2021.

Adoption

Duly adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Pine Level, North
Carolina, this the 13th day of December, 2021.

Amended December 11, 2022

Jeff Holt, Mayor

Connie Capps, Town Clerk
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ARTICLE Il - DEFINITIONS
201 GENERALLY

For the purposes of interpreting this ordinance, certain words or terms are defined in this Article.
Except as defined herein or in other Sections of this ordinance, all words used in this ordinance
shall have their customary dictionary definition. Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise,
the terms defined in this ordinance shall have the meanings indicated below:

202 INTERPRETATION OF COMMONLY USED TERMS AND WORDS
202.1 Words used in the present tense include the future tense.

202.2  Words used in the singular number include the plural and words used in the plural
include the singular. Words used in the masculine gender include the feminine gender.

202.3 "Person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, corporation, trust, and
company, as well as an individual.

202.4  "Lot" includes the words "plot", “parcel", and "tract".
202.5 The word "structure" includes the word "building".
202.6  The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely directory.

202.7 "Used", as applied to any land or building, shall be construed to include the words
"intended, arranged, or designed to be used".

202.8 “Map”, “zoning map", or “Pine Level Zoning Map” shall mean the Official Zoning Map,
Pine Level, North Carolina.

202.9  The words "town board", "governing body", and "Pine Level Board of Commissioners"
shall refer to the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Pine Level, North Carolina.

202.10 The words "planning board" shall refer to the Planning Board of the Town of Pine
Level, North Carolina.

202.11 The words "board of adjustment" shall refer to the Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Pine Level, North Carolina, established by this ordinance.

203 DEFINITION OF COMMONLY USED TERMS AND WORDS

For the purpose of interpreting this ordinance, certain words and terms used in this
ordinance are defined as follows. Except as defined herein, all other words used in
this ordinance shall have their usual, customary dictionary meaning.

Administrative decision: Decisions made in the implementation, administration, or
enforcement of development regulations that involve the determination of facts and the
application of objective standards set forth in N.C.G.S. §160D or local government development
regulations. These are sometimes referred to as ministerial decisions or administrative
determinations.
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Administrative hearing: A proceeding to gather facts needed to make an administrative
decision.

Abutting: The property directly touches another piece of property.

Adult Establishments: Any principal or accessory structure or use of land, which meets the
definition of adult establishment as set forth in G.S. 14-202.10 and the Pine Level Code of
Ordinances, but excluding “Massage and Bodywork Therapy”.

Accessory building, structure, or use: A building, structure, or use that is (1) on the same lot
with, or (2) or of a nature customarily incidental or subordinate to, and (3) of a character related
to the principal use or structure on the lot.

Alley: A strip of land, owned publicly or privately, set aside primarily for vehicular service
access to the back or side of properties otherwise abutting on a street.

Amusement, Commercial Indoor: Any business establishment which is primarily engaged in
providing an amusement activity such as a video arcade, billiard parlor, skating rink or similar
activity as a principal use to the general public, but does not include indoor motion picture
theaters.

Amusement, Commercial Outdoor: Any business establishment which is primarily engaged in
providing an amusement activity such as a miniature golf course, skateboard course, water
slide, mechanical ride, Par 3 golf course, golf driving range, or go-cart course, fish ranch, or
similar activity to the general public, but does not include outdoor motion picture theaters,
raceways, drag strips, or motorcycle courses.

Automobile, junked: A motor vehicle that is (1) partially dismantled or wrecked; or (2) cannot
be self-propelled of moved in the manner in which it was originally intended to move; or (3) does
not display a current license plate.

Bed & Breakfast Inn: A transient lodging establishment, generally in a single-family dwelling or
detached guesthouses, primarily engaged in providing overnight or otherwise temporary lodging
for the general public and may provide meals for compensation.

Bedroom: See “Sleeping Room.”

Bona fide farm purposes: Agricultural activities as set forth in G.S. 160D-903. Bona fide farm
purposes include the production and activities relating or incidental to the production of crops,
grains, fruits, vegetables, ornamental and flowering plants, dairy, livestock, poultry, and all other
forms of agriculture, as defined in G.S. 106-581.1.

Building: Any structure having a roof and is used or intended for supporting or sheltering any
use or occupancy. 2018 NC Building Code §R202

Building, height of: The vertical distance measured from the grade to the highest point of the

coping of a flat roof; to the deck line of a mansard roof; or to the height level between the eaves
and ridge of a gable, hip, or gambrel roof.
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Building Line, front: An imaginary line drawn parallel to the front lot line and tangent with the
front facade of the principal building, not including any extensions into the front yard such as
porches, steps, bay windows or landings, etc.

Condominium: A project meeting the requirements of the North Carolina General Statutes,
Chapter 47A. The type of structure and use rather than the condominium form of ownership
shall be the determining factor in deciding whether a use is permitted in a district.

Day Care Centers, Child or Adult: Any facility, other than a private dwelling, operated for the
purpose of providing care, protection and guidance to children or adults during only part of a 24-
hour day. This term includes nursery schools, preschools, day care centers for individuals, and
other similar uses, but excludes public and private educational facilities or any facility offering
care to individuals for a full 24-hour period.

Day Care, Home Occupation: An operation in which day care is provided in a private dwelling
for up to five preschool-age children, or up to eight other children and/or adults.

Dwelling: Any building, structure, manufactured home, or mobile home, or part thereof, used
and occupied for human habitation or intended to be so used, and includes any outhouses and
appurtenances belonging thereto or usually enjoyed therewith. For the purposes of Article 12 of
N.C.G.S. 8160D, the term does not include any manufactured home, mobile home, or
recreational vehicle, if use solely for a seasonal vacation purpose. See N.C.G.S. §160D-
102(15).

Dwelling, Single-Family Detached: A building occupied by one (1) family, the building
housing only one (1) dwelling unit, but excluding manufactured homes and townhouses.

Dwelling, Two-Family: A building occupied by two (2) families, the building having two (2)
dwelling units, but excluding manufactured homes and townhouses.

Dwelling, Multi-Family: A building occupied by more than two (2) families, the building having
more than two (2) dwelling units, but excluding manufactured homes and townhouses.

Dwelling Unit: A building or portion thereof designed, arranged, and/or used for the living
guarters for one (1) or more persons living as a single family, with cooking facilities, excluding
units in rooming, boarding, a bed & breakfast houses, family or group care homes, or hotels or
motels or other buildings designed for transient residence. See 2018 NC State Building Code:
Residential Code §R202.

Family: One (1) or more persons related by blood, adoption, or marriage, living together as a
single housekeeping unit, exclusive of household servants. A number of persons not exceeding
five (5) living together as a single housekeeping unit though not related by blood, adoption, or
marriage, shall be deemed to constitute a family, as shall a foster care home approved by the
State.

Family Care Home: An adult care home with support and supervisory personnel that provides

room and board, personal care and habilitation services in a family environment for not more
than six (6) resident handicapped persons as regulated by NC General Statute 168-1.
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Flea Market: A market held in an open area or structure where goods are sold to the general
public by individual sellers from open or semi-open facilities or temporary structures. Periodic
non-profit fund raising activities are excluded from this definition.

Floor area, gross: The number of square feet of total floor area bounded by the exterior faces
of a structure, plus the number of square feet of unenclosed space devoted to the conduct of
the use, excluding basements and unenclosed porches, balconies, and terraces, unless used in
conjunction with the use, such as for outdoor eating, merchandising, storage, assembly, or
similar uses, and excluding off-street parking and loading areas.

Health Officer: The words “Health Officer” shall mean the director of the Johnston County
Health Department or his authorized representative.

Home Occupation: An incidental use of a dwelling unit for gainful employment involving the
manufacture, provision, or sale of goods and/or services. The term "home occupation™" shall not
be deemed to include a bed and breakfast home.

Kennel: An establishment for the keeping or breeding of dogs for profit.

Light Manufacturing and Processing: Product assembling or mixing, where previously
processed components or manufactured parts produced off-site are fitted together into a
complete machine or blended together to form a non-combustible and non-explosive product.
Product packaging, including bottling, canning, packing, wrapping, and boxing of products
assembled or manufactured off-site. The assembling or packaging shall not produce noise,
vibration, hazardous waste materials, or particulate that create significant negative impacts to
adjacent land uses. Odors produced on-site shall not negatively affect other businesses or
properties in the area. Examples of assembling include but are not limited to the production of
the following: clothes; furniture (where wood is milled off-site); pharmaceuticals; hardware; toys;
mechanical components; electric or electronic components; small vehicle assembly;

and computer software. Examples of packaging include facilities for bottling beverages, canning
and wrapping foods, and boxing electronic components.

Lot: A single lot of record, or more than one (1) contiguous lot of record in the same ownership,
which lot or lots of record are not divided by any street or public alley, and excluding any part of
a lot or lots of record which, when severed from contiguous land in the same ownership, creates
a non-conformity or a lot or parcel which does not meet the dimensional requirements of this
ordinance.

Lot, corner: A lot abutting on two intersecting or intercepting streets, where the interior
angle of intersection or interception does not exceed 135 degrees.

Lot coverage, maximum in percent: The maximum percent of the lot which may be
covered with structures. All yard requirements must be met in addition to lot coverage
requirements.

Lot depth: The average horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot
line. For “Flag Lots”, the distance shall be measured from the point where the access
strip joins the main portion of the lot.

Lot, Flag: A lot that has access to a public right-of-way by means of a narrow strip of
land in accordance with section 304.3.
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Lot of record: A lot which is part of a subdivision recorded in the Johnston County
Office of the Register of Deeds, or a lot described by metes and bounds, the description
of which has been so recorded.

Lot width: The horizontal distance between side lot lines measured at the required
front setback.

Manufactured Home — Class A: A structure that:

(A) consists of a single unit substantially assembled at the factory or of two (double-
wide) or three (triple-wide) principal components totally assembled at the factory
and joined together at the site; and

(B) is designed so that the total structure (or in the case of a double-wide or triple-
wide, each component thereof) can be transported on its own chassis; and

(C) is over thirty-two (32) feet long and over eight (8) feet wide; and

(D) is designed to be used as a dwelling and provides complete, independent living
facilities for one (1) family, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping,
eating, cooking, and sanitation; and

(E) is actually being used, or is held ready for use, as a dwelling; and

(F) is not permanently attached to a foundation. A structure that is otherwise defined
herein as a manufactured home is permanently attached to its foundation if:

(1) the foundation was constructed in such a way or at such expense as to
make it unlikely that the manufactured home placed upon it will later be
removed; or

(2) if the manufactured home cannot be removed from the foundation without
great expense or severe damage to the manufactured home.

Manufactured Home - Class B: A manufactured home constructed after July 1, 1976, that
meets or exceeds the construction standards promulgated by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development that were in effect at the time of construction, but which does not meet
the definition of a Class A manufactured home.

Massage and Body Work Therapy: A business that offers “massage and bodywork therapy”,
which is legally defined as, “systems of activity applied to the soft tissues of the human body for
therapeutic, educational or relaxation purposes” and who employ therapists licensed by the
North Carolina Board of Massage and Body Work Therapy.

Mobile Home: See “Manufactured Home definition”
Modular or Prefabricated Construction: A dwelling unit constructed on-site in accordance

with the North Carolina Residential Building Code and composed of components substantially
assembled in a manufacturing plant and transported to the building site for final assembly on a
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permanent foundation.

Manufactured Home Park: Any plot of ground upon which two (2) or more manufactured
homes, occupied for dwelling or sleeping purposes, are located, regardless of whether or not a
charge is made for such accommodations.

Net Acreage, Acres, Land Area, Square Footage of Land Area: Land area with streets, right-
of-ways, driveways which serve as access to more than two (2) units or uses, and major
transmission line easements not included in its measurement.

Personal Services (Other): Establishments not defined elsewhere in this section which
provide non-medically related services, including beauty and barber shops; clothing rental; dry
cleaning pick-up stores; Laundromats (self-service laundries); shoe repair shops; tanning
salons. These uses may also include accessory retail sales of products related to the services
provided.

Principal Building, Use, or Structure: The main use of a lot or the building or structure in or
on which the main use of the lot takes place.

Repair and Maintenance Shops (other): Establishments primarily engaged in the provision of
repair services to individuals and households, rather than businesses, but excluding automotive
and heavy equipment repair use types. Typical uses include appliance repair shops, shoe
repair, watch or jewelry repair shops, or repair of musical instruments.

Restaurant: An establishment whose primary purpose is serving meals to patrons.

Restaurant, Drive-in or Take-out: Any restaurant which makes provision for curb service,
outdoor service, or a drive-in window, or any restaurant more than ten percent (10%) of whose
average daily customers take their food or beverages out of the restaurant.

Restaurant, indoor: Any restaurant except a drive-in or take-out restaurant.

Retail Sales Establishment, Small-scale: Establishments of 10,000 square feet or less gross
floor area engaged in the sale or rental of goods for consumer or household use; excluding,
however, building materials and/or supplies, sales, or rental; and food sales or markets. Typical
uses include sale of consumer goods or art or craft objects, flower shops, gift shops, and
boutiques.

Retail Sales Establishment, Medium-scale: Establishments of more than 10,000 square feet,
but less than 75,000 square feet of gross floor area engaged in the sale or rental of goods for
consumer or household use; excluding, however, animal sales or service; building materials
and/or supplies, sales, or rental; and food sales or markets. Typical uses include sale of
consumer goods or art or craft objects, flower shops, gift shops, and boutiques.

Retail Sales Establishment, Large Scale: A singular retail or wholesale user (including uses
commonly called “Big box” stores) who occupies no less than 75,000 square feet of gross floor
area, typically requires high parking to building area ratios, and has a regional sales market.
Regional retail/wholesale sales can include but are not limited to: membership warehouse
clubs that emphasize bulk sales, discount stores, and department stores.
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Right-of-way, street: A strip of land, owned publicly or privately, which affords the principal
means of access to abutting property.

Roof Line: The top edge of the roof or the top edge of the parapet, whichever forms the top
line of the building silhouette, but not including penthouses or equipment structures.

Shopping Center: Two (2) or more retail and wholesale trade establishments planned, and
constructed, as a single unit with off-street parking and loading facilities provided on the

property.

Sign: Any outdoor letter, symbol, number, trademark, or other form of publicity or combination
of these as well as the surface on which they are painted or to which they are attached, and any
background material, coloring, shapes, or other trim shall be considered a sign, unless entirely
enclosed by a fence or wall such that the above items and any structure or lighting attached to
or accessory to them cannot be seen off the premises on which they are located. Works of fine
art which in no way identify or advertise a product or business shall be excluded from this
definition.

Signs Types:
Identification sign - A sign which contains any or all of the following: the name of the
occupants, owner, or establishment, the type of establishment, the name of the
franchise, the hours of operation, and house number, when located on the site of the
establishment.

On-site advertising sign - A sign which contains information about an establishment or
the products or services that it offers, other than that contained in an identification sign,
when located on the same site as the establishment to which it refers.

Off-site advertising sign (billboard) - A sign which contains information about an
establishment, business, commodity, activity, or service not conducted, sold, or offered
upon the premises where such sign is located and not otherwise allowed in Table 402.5,
and which is not specifically regulated in Table 402.5 as a directional sign to churches,
meeting halls, civic clubs, or garage sales, or as a temporary sign.

Ground sign - A sign erected on a freestanding frame, mast, and/or pole and not
attached to any building, fence, or wall.

Projecting sign - A sign which extends beyond and is attached to a building wall and may
extend over a public right-of-way.

Roof sign - A sign attached to and extending upward from a roof of a structure.

Snipe sign - An off-premises sign that is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, or
otherwise attached to trees, poles, stakes, fences, or to other objects.

Wall sign - A sign which is attached flat to the wall or facade of a building, or to a fence
or wall.

Site Specific Development Plan: A plan submitted to the Town in which the applicant

requests vesting pursuant to this ordinance, describing with reasonable certainty on the plan the
type and intensity of use for a specific parcel or parcels of property. The plan may be in the form
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of, but not be limited to, any of the following plans or approvals: a subdivision plat, a preliminary
or general development plan, a special use permit, or any other land-use approval designation
as may be utilized by the Town. Unless otherwise expressly provided by the Town, the plan
shall include the approximate boundaries of the site; significant topographical and other natural
features affecting development of the site; the approximate location on the site of the proposed
buildings, structures, and other improvements; the approximate dimensions, including height, of
the proposed buildings and other structures; and the approximate location of all existing and
proposed infrastructure on the site, including water, sewer, roads, and pedestrian walkways.

Sleeping room: A room designated as sleeping or bedroom on the plans and permit
application. See 2018 NC State Building Code: Residential Code §R202.

Sleeping unit: A room or space in which people sleep, which can also include permanent
provisions for living, eating, and either sanitation or kitchen facilities, but not both. Such rooms
and spaces that are also part of a dwelling unit are not sleeping units. See 2018 NC State
Building Code: Residential Code §R202.

Special Use Permit: A permit issued to authorize development or land uses in a particular
zoning district upon presentation of competent, material, and substantial evidence establishing
compliance with one or more general standards requiring that judgment and discretion be
exercised as well as compliance with specific standards. The term includes permits previously
referred to as conditional use permits or special exceptions. See N.C.G.S. §160D-102(30).

Structure: Anything constructed or erected with a fixed location on the ground, or attached to
something having a fixed location on the ground. Among other things, structures include
buildings, manufactured homes, fences, signs, and swimming pools.

Temporary Event: A use established for a fixed time period for short term events. Uses may
include but are not limited to: religious tent revivals, seasonal farm/produce stands, holiday tree
lots, carnivals and civic festivals.

Temporary Use: A use established for a fixed period of time for a purpose which may not
normally be permitted in a zoning district, or which does not meet all zoning requirements, but
which is necessary in special situations. Examples include but are not limited to temporary
manufactured homes, construction office trailers, etc.

Townhouse: A dwelling unit constructed in a series or group of attached units with property
lines separating such units.

Variance: A relaxation of the terms of this ordinance under the specific conditions set forth in
Section 601.3 (B)(2).

Yard: An open space on the same lot with a principal structure or use unobstructed and
unoccupied by any structure or portion thereof or parking or loading area, except as provided in
this ordinance.

Yard, Fro